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Summary

Jimmy's having a meltdown, Ren and Martyn are flirting outrageously, Tango gets cruelly
betrayed and Grian and Scar are being unrepentantly weird about each other in every shot.
It's the nation's favourite no-holds-barred elimination game. It is, of course, the Great
British Bake Off.

Notes

See the end of the work for notes

NEW SERIES LAUNCHES:

Nation charmed by fresh crop of 12 amateur bakers including intensely competitive student
GRIAN, ambitious cake artists BDUBS and SCAR, scientific bread experts TANGO and
IMPULSE, and ETHO who has no discernible social media presence and, rumour has it, doesn’t
officially exist. Married couple JOEL and LIZZIE raise eyebrows—will they be able to compete
against each other?—but this is settled when Lizzie immediately announces she would murder Joel
in real life to win and has bought the kitchen knife set for it, and Joel lovingly declares he keeps an
axe under his pillow in case this happens.

The judges as usual are renowned cake chef PEARL, bread expert MUMBO, and our two
inimitable presenters: BIGB, beloved by the nation for his gentle reassurances of weeping
contestants, and MARTYN whose main contribution is his trademark eyebrow waggles as we find
out from the judges who’s in trouble this week.

WEEK ONE:
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Tart week gets off to a strong start, with contestant REN charming both the judges and Martyn
with his exquisite tarte au citron and his total inability to let a double-entendre go to waste (‘I’m
just a tart triumph all over’ he proclaims, to Martyn’s immediate delighted riposte ‘Mm, but what
do you do on the weekends?’). Law student JIMMY is not so lucky when a misreading of the
recipe leads to ten times the correct amount of butter and a catastrophic oven meltdown. Star baker
goes to early favourite BDUBS for an exquisite three-tier tart showstopper.

Week one elimination is, of course, the hapless Jimmy, and the recaps are united on two fronts: it's
always nice to see someone on the show who reminds you of your own midnight experiments, but
holy shit Jimmy, did it not give you a clue when the melted butter started pouring out of the oven
like you’d stabbed the spirit of margarine to death in there. Jimmy's butter meltdown becomes a
meme and he sells T-shirts; Joel immediately posts a picture wearing one.

WEEK TWO:

Week two brings cake week and an impressive performance from SCAR, who embarks on a
showstopper Baked Alaska in the shape of a snow-covered mountain. Tranquil in the face of
GRIAN’S constant disparaging comments about his whisking technique and browned meringue,
Scar perseveres and is crowned star baker for the week, while Twitter immediately declares Grian
the villain of the season. A contingent of viewers theorising ‘could this be flirting’ are swiftly
shouted down on social media and retreat to a dedicated subthread on a cookery forum.

Last week’s star baker BDUBS seems distracted by his new-found friendships with the quiet
ETHO, who spends hours on the surprisingly unambitious Victoria Sponge. A conspiracy theory
emerges that Etho invented the Victoria Sponge, refuted by weak counterarguments like “cannot
possibly be true” and “he would have to be several hundred years old.” Meanwhile the nation is
won over by JOEL and LIZZIE’S chemistry as they trade quips and spatulas, unfortunately Joel is
eliminated after a jam mishap, at which he declares “at least I went out after Jimmy.”

WEEK THREE:

Tea-time week brings florentines and shortbread, but it’s a sad week for love as REN is out after
his overambitious scones fail to impress. “I’m heartbroken,” Martyn announces, and cannot be
consoled even by Scott’s superb showstopper petite-fours. Ren was a good sport to the end,
everyone agrees. Ren spotted at a Covent Garden coffee shop with Martyn three weeks later.

WEEK FOUR:

The mood is jovial for Halloween week, with judge MUMBO in fake vampire fangs while ETHO
bakes cookies in the form of anatomically correct skulls. LIZZIE starts off with adorable witch-hat
cupcakes, then spends the rest of the episode precisely and effortlessly crafting a blood red mirror
glazed sacher torte which the presenters refuse to look at because it “makes them uncomfortable”,
and is subsequently awarded star baker for the most genuine aura of threat ever achieved by a
cake.

Meanwhile GRIAN and SCAR continue to genially snipe at each other throughout. TANGO asks
BDUBS to turn his oven off at a crucial moment; unfortunately Bdubs forgets and then blames
Tango for relying on him, leading to the charred mess of Tango’s showstopper and a social media
uproar dubbed “OvenGate”. Bdubs alternately sorrowful and dramatically dismissive. This cruel
betrayal knocks Tango out of the tent; a public petition is started for his reinstatement.

WEEK FIVE:



Puppet theatre designer CLEO has her star turn in wedding week with ranks of beautiful marzipan
figurines on all her bakes. An intense rivalry develops between her and wedding-enthusiast
BDUBS, who declares his magnificent fondant confection a dry run for his impending marriage to
ETHO, a stranger he met ten days ago. When asked by presenters how much of this is a joke, Etho
laughs and says “I guess?”, which leaves the nation none the wiser. Unfortunately IMPULSE’S
canapes are considered uninspired and he is uninvited from both the wedding reception and the
series.

WEEK SIX:

The feared bread week comes around and all the artistic cake-makers wobble badly. SCAR and
GRIAN just scrape through, but CLEO’S triumph last week turns to tragedy despite the trouble she
has gone to to model a realistic centaur out of sourdough. Bdubs makes an impromptu speech to
camera about how she was robbed but he intends to triumph in her honour.

WEEK SEVEN:

The experimental medieval week takes the bakers on an outdoor camping trip where they will
attempt to build their own stoves and use them to replicate historical bread techniques. BDUBS’
enthusiasm for this and his drive to impress ETHO turn out to be his downfall as, distracted, he
builds a stove that bleeds heat and fails to brown his bread. Etho meanwhile excels at both the
survival and breadmaking aspects, leading to a divide on Twitter on whether this level of
competence is hot or just very concerning, potentially the cake equivalent of a serial killer. The
Victoria Sponge theory is raised again. Etho alleviates some concerns by getting lost three times in
an open field over the course of the episode, which loses him enough baking time that dark horse
SCOTT pips him to the post of star baker.

WEEK EIGHT:

Week eight arrives and five bakers remain: LIZZIE and SCOTT are known to be good all-
rounders, ETHO is the reigning technical expert, SCAR remains the favourite on the cakes side,
and GRIAN is mainly known for his habit of constantly sneaking spoonfuls of Scar’s cake mix so
he can mock the taste. Social media opinion is divided into “Grian is a good baker actually”,
“Grian is only still in because of executive meddling”, and the small but determined contingent of
“no guys we really think they’re flirting??” who have emerged from their cookery subthread
unbowed and with compilations of video evidence.

The set gets cosy with winter warmth week. Brandy-based showstoppers are the order of the day,
and LIZZIE wins the episode by crafting a biscuit unicorn with a mane you can set on fire. ETHO
invents an intricate brandy plumbing system to shoot flaming alcohol above his plum pudding—
this attempt is in fact a good deal too successful and instead sets MARTYN’S hair on fire. GRIAN
comes to his aid but ends up adding more brandy. Judge PEARL extinguishes the flames with a
bowl of cinnamon milk. The judges are clearly not feeling merciful when it comes to the scores and
Etho’s run comes to a premature end.

WEEK NINE:

Some old favourites return for doubles week, where each of the remaining four bakers is helped
out by an eliminated contestant on the other end of the phone. GRIAN for once assesses the limits
of his own talents and asks to pair up with ETHO, a plan that immediately pays off when the
contestants are challenged with a tricky technical that sees them baking the perfect pumpernickel
bread. SCAR, having asked to pair up with BDUBS, is quickly underwater as neither of them
understand yeast.



Scar’s floundering proves too much for Grian, who belligerently passes along his pumpernickel
tips from Etho, saving Scar’s technical enough for him to scrape through. When challenged by
Martyn, Grian grudgingly admits, “I just want Scar to stay in, okay?” Some recaps clear him of his
villain status; others are still convinced it’s a fluke.

Meanwhile SCOTT turns in an efficient technical with help from CLEO and also JIMMY, who is
apparently sitting in Cleo’s living room just to heckle Scott. LIZZIE calls on husband JOEL, but a
combination of overconfidence and flirting distracts them both, leading to a burnt crust and Lizzie’s
elimination from the final four.

WEEK TEN (Final Episode):

In the finale, SCOTT, SCAR, and GRIAN face off over a series of escalating meringue-based
challenges. Whatever alliance sprung up between Grian and Scar in the last episode is clearly water
under the bridge as the two of them obsessively steal each other’s ingredients and annoy each other
into trivial mistakes. This escalates into a noisy quarrel over the main challenge of the week: an
edible diorama of a cactus ring. Scar’s attempts to ‘aesthetically correct’ Grian’s mountain diorama
leads to Grian melting his sugar-spun cacti with a crème brulée torch.

The two are no longer speaking by the showstopper, where Grian embarks on a desperate attempt
to make up points with an ambitious trifle in a castle-shaped wall of macarons while Scar builds his
own grand macaron diorama. The clock ticks down. Scott is creating an impeccable strawberry
pavlova. The trifle is going badly. Grian is covered in sugar and regret. BigB pats him reassuringly
on the shoulder.

At the last moment, Scar sacrifices half his perfect macarons to donate to Grian’s diorama. Grian,
for once lost for words, grabs his apron and kisses him right in front of Martyn’s swiftly-derailed
countdown. “Grian had a beautiful artistic vision,” Scar says sentimentally afterwards. “You have
to respect the craft!” They snog behind the tasting table. Mumbo gamely attempts to award points.
Pearl in a laughing fit behind the cameras. Martyn and BigB solemnly wrap up the shot with
Martyn’s best cake-based innuendoes. Grian and Scar do not notice.

Scott wins the series. He got so many more points on the cactus ring technical.

End Notes

I'm @good-chimes on tumblr, feel free to say hi! Thank you to the hivemind for at least
half these jokes.

Please drop by the archive and comment to let the author know if you enjoyed their work!
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